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DeKalb County’s growth has left some of
its roadways inadequate to handle traf-
fic, making congestion relief a priority for
commercial property owners.

The Stone Mountain Community
Improvement District currently has nine
projects in the works.

The CID has funded the construction
plans for turn lanes to be lengthened
and radius improvements to allow for
trucks to make turns safely and to lessen
traffic delays on East Ponce de Leon Ave-
nue, east- and westbound. The project
will be advertised to bid this year and
construction activities are anticipated to
begin this year, Stone Mountain CID Pres-
ident Emory Morsberger said.

“As these intersections are currently
configured, heavy trucks and other com-
mercial vehicles often have difficulties in
making turns. 'The vehicles will strike
curbs, drainage facilities and other parts
ofthe infrastructure that are not designed
to hold their weight,” he said via email.
“Trucks and their cargo could be compro-
mised from these impacts. The CID has
prioritized this effort to better serve the
property owners and businesses who are
dependent on commercial traffic.”

COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS
DeKalb districts study transit, improve roads
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The CID #d5Y)also working on the
conversion O%Mountain Industrial
Boulevard cenfef~turn lane near the
Gwinnett County li to a raised land-

scape median with c@struction antici-
pated to begin 2015. Kp ’

“The CID is establis a gateway
entrance that will set th a apart,
emphasizing the presence a: mmit-

ment of a distinct business
community,” Morsberger (Spid.

Evermore

Vision, Progress, Growth, Proximity

The gateway to southern Gwinnett County, the Evermore Commercial Corridor has more
than 75,000 commuters daily, and offers a mix of retail, franchise and office availability.

* Development opportunities ranging from 2 to 110 acres

® Approximately 10 miles from access to I-85, 1-285, and 1-20

* 35 minute drive from Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport

From successful business, to improved transportation and pedestrian accessibility, it's all
taking place in the Evermore Community Improvement District.

Evermore Community
Improvement District
5525 Bermuda Road

Stone Mountain, GA 30087
770-979-5800
www.evermorecid.org
jbrooks@evermorecid.org
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Aerial view of Tucker=Northlake CID, left;
Tucker-Northlake CID stakeholders meeting, above.

“This effort works in conjunction with
increased landscape maintenance,
including the installation of hundreds
of new trees planted to create a lined
corridor. The tree effort is a partnership
between the CID and the DeKalb County
Board of Commissioners, Keep DeKalb
Beautiful and DeKalb County Office of
Planning & Sustainability.”

Additionally, the CID is preparing con-
struction plans to build 2,500-feet-long,
five-feet-wide sidewalks on the west side
of Mountain Industrial Boulevard from
;))he Gwinnett County line to North Royal

(9rive. The project is expected to begin in
2016.

“ y segments of the CID experience
high and for pedestrian-focused
facilitiesfo ccessing amenities. We are
instal]ing‘éaw sidewalks in an effort to
encourage safe walking in some of the
most traveled@reas in the district. The
more access th ployees and visi-
tors have to wal alternatives, the
fewer vehicle trips weWyill experience on
already busy roadways@

The Tucker-NorthIa(éﬁommunity
Improvement District, whi Zess than
two years old, is in the ve eginning
stages of its transportation eﬂ% CID
President Ann Rosenthal said.

The CID’s insidefthefperimeter%ca—
tion and access to interstates 285 and 85
and Highway 78 make Tucker-Northlake
very attractive to businesses and resi-
dents, she said.

“Over the years, we have grown in
terms of population, leaving some of our
roadways inadequate to handle the vehi-
cle traffic,” she said. “Increased regional
volume on I-85 and 1-285 can back up
traffic onto our local roads, especially on
LaVista Road and Lawrenceville Highway,
where they intersect I-285. And, while we
are fortunate to have extensive MARTA
bus service throughout Tucker-North-
lake, we do not (yet) have a MARTA train
station in our community.”

In January, the Tucker-Northlake CID
kicked off a master plan process, and have
contracted with Atlanta-based Sizemore
Group to facilitate the effort.

“We are soliciting input from commu-
nity stakeholders via an online survey and

through three public meetings,” Rosen-
thal said. “There is a great deal of interest
around transportation and connectivity,
and Sizemore Group is in the process of
conducting a transportation study.”

When the master plan is completed,
it will serve as the CID’s roadmap for
future development and redevelopment,
and will help it identify opportunities for
avariety of transportation improvements,
Rosenthal said.

“We have already generated a number
of ideas ranging from securing a MARTA
rail station in the community to specific
corrections regarding turn lanes, traffic
signals, and road re-routing for specific
thoroughfares,” she said.

One of the CID’s first projects was
beautification of the LaVista Road/I-285
intersection.

“By planting hardy flowering shrubs
and trees, along with annual and peren-
nial beds at this interchange, we have cre-
ated a colorful and distinctive gateway to
the community in the heart of the Tuck-
er-Northlake area,” Rosenthal said.

The East Metro DeKalb Community
Improvement District, another young
CID, also has focused on beautification
of district gateways.

East Metro DeKalb CID Administator
Nicole M. Hall met with a Georgia Depart-
ment of Transportation representative on
March 2, but could not yet identify any
projects to partner on.

“I'was interested in any quick response-
type projects but they do not have any
at this time...” Hall said in an e-mailed
statement. “The MARTA expansion along
1-20 is definitely a discussion item.”

Hall plans to set up a meeting with the
DeKalb County Public Works Transporta-
tion Division soon to see if it has identi-
fied anything that the CID can assist with,
she said.

“Currently there isn’t a lot of tax rev-
enue to put into a large transportation
project, so small projects are of the most
interest to us,” she said. “Public safety
and beautification are our main priori-
ties at this time. As we gain new mem-
bers and increase our tax revenue, we will
have more money to leverage for trans-
portation projects in the future.”
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This month, everything is coming up daf-
fodils in downtown Atlanta.

In fact, more than 100,000 daffodils
will be in bloom throughout the central
city. Residents and visitors alike will be
taking daffodil tours and participating in
other daffodil-centric events.

Central Atlanta Progress Inc. and the
Atlanta Downtown Central Improvement
District (Downtown CID), in conjunction
with Am Yisrael Chail!, a non-profit Holo-
caust education and awareness organiza-
tion, launched the Downtown Daffodil
Project in support of the worldwide Daf-
fodil Project memorializing the 1.5 mil-
lion children who died in Nazi-occupied
Europe during World War I1.

According to CAP President A.J. Rob-
inson, the effort is just one of many that
seeks to enhance the quality of life within
the CID.

“The goal of a CID is to protect and
enhance property values and life experi-
ence within an area,” Robinson said. “lhe
look, feel and vitality of a neighborhood
directly affects the ability of that neigh-
borhood to attract capital. Being happy
with the overall experience and being

» CID QUALITY OF LIFE
PROJECT FUNDING

» Gateway Marietta CID is undertaking
redevelopment of the blighted
Franklin Road corridor with a $68
million bond passed by the city in
2013.

» East Metro DeKalb CID has requested
funding for two gateway signs at
$75,000 each under the Keep DeKalb
Beautiful program and plans to apply
for grants at the State Road and
Toll way Authority as well as with
the Atlanta Regional Commission
and the Georgia Department of
Transportation.

» Tucker-Northlake CID partnered with
Keep DeKalb Beautiful on the LaVista
Road/I-285 Gateway Beautification
project. DeKalb County provided
a grant of $107,000 while Tucker-
Northlake CID contributed $26,000.

» Buckhead CID’s PATH400 walkable
and bikeable path is being funded
with approximately $14 million
in contributions, including land
donations, $3 million from the
Buckhead CID, $3.2 million from
the PATH Foundation, $750,000
from a Georgia Transportation
Infrastructure Bank grant, $200,000
from the city of Atlanta and $100,00
from Park Pride. Livable Buckhead
has launched a campaign for the
remaining $15 million needed.

The CID’s rebuilding of Charlie
Loudermilk Park is funded partly by
$1.27 million in private donations and
$1.03 million in CID funds.

» Midtown Alliance’s Midtown Blue
public safety program 2015 budget
of $1.38 million is provided by the
CID and supplemented by numerous
public and private partners.

COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS

Beauty & safety: How and why CIDs
increase their districts’ quality of life

good stewards of CID operations are what
CIDs are all about.”

CIDs throughout metro Atlanta have
initiated quality-of-life projects ranging
from the redevelopment of blighted areas
and public safety enhancements to the cre-
ation of paths and trails and landscaping.

One recent example is the Gateway
Marietta Community Improvement Dis-
trict’s contribution to the redevelopment
of the blighted Franklin Road corridor.

“Properly engineered, streetscape work
Ca‘nﬁ prove traffic flow and drastically
edestrian access and safety,” said

on, vice chairman of the Gate-
CID board of directors, and
ownet, Jo Hailey Investments LLC.
“lhis has be, t the top and bottom of
Franklin Road ill be completed as
funds are mise%y will this bene-
fit the existing resi and commercial
companies, but it will a new employ-
ers to house their operatigps here.”

As a recently formed ; the East
Metro DeKalb Community | vement
District is working on public sa infra-
structure and beautification projectsas an
economic development tool. The
has requested funding for two gatewdy
signs and also plans to bolster the aes
thetics at each interchange of Interstate 20 °|
within the district’s boundaries, accord-
ing to Frederick L. Daniels Jr., chair of the
board of directors and executive vice pres-
ident and chief credit officer for Citizens
Trust Bank.

“We are educating and promoting our
CID to property owners and businesses in
South DeKalb to let them know how ben-
eficial a CID will be to the community,”
Daniels said. “We are conducting listen-
ing sessions during the month of March
to build relationships and develop part-
nerships to be able to have united efforts
to enhance the quality of life.”

Formed in 2013,
Tucker-North-
lake Community
Improvement Dis-
trict covers roughly
nine square miles
and represents
approximately $160
million in property
value in DeKalb
County. According
to Ann Rosenthal,
Tucker-Northlake CID president and pres-
ident of ARC Inc., a governmental affairs
consulting firm, one of the CID’s first proj-
ects was to partner with Keep DeKalb
Beautiful on the LaVista Road/I-285
Gateway Beautification project. The ini-
tial results were so successful, the CID
expanded its efforts to the Northlake
Parkway/I-285 interchange and assumed
the ongoing landscaping responsibilities
from DeKalb County for LaVista Road
through the business district, and for
Northlake Parkway from Lawrenceville
Highway to Henderson Mill Road.

“We know that successful communities

impre
Boyd Ji
way Mari

Frederick
Daniels

Ann
Rosenthal

create a sense of
pride among res-
idents, business
owners and work-
ers, and beauti-
fication efforts
enhance this com-
munity pride and
help create a sense
of place,” Rosen-
thal said.

Visit
to find information about available incentives.

The Buckhead Community Improve-
ment District contributed funding for the
first two phases of PATH400, a 5.2-mile
walk/bike path. The first phase from Old
Ivy Road to Lenox Road opened in Janu-
ary; the second phase from Old Ivy Road
to Wieuca is underway, scheduled to be
completed in early 2016.

“Ifresidents, workers and visitors love a
place, they will want to be there,” said Jim
Durrett, Buckhead CID executive director.
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Gwinnett Village
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CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT OF AMERICAS, INC.

Gwinnett Village CID

(770) 449-6542

5855 Jimmy Carter Blvd., Ste. 122
Norcross, GA 30071

Gwinnett Village

Community Improvement District




